Which Wand?

Caregiver Resource Guide
Mascara wands are a great tool for working with wildlife. The tightly
packed bristles make them ideal for removing fly eggs and larva
from fur and feathers, grooming, and even cleaning equipment.
Disinfect wands before use, especially around
wounds. NOT FOR HUMAN USE.

Angled wands

Pro tip:

easily sweep large curved areas.
Think: Backs/Bellies
Dishes/Lids

Sprinkle cornstarch on
fly eggs and larvae to
dry them out and
make them easier to
comb from fur.
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Sticky bristles
are good for grabbing.
Think: Fly Larvae/Eggs
Feeding cleanup

Small, narrow wands

Soft bristles

with bristles on the tip are
great for hard to reach spaces.
Think: Shell margins
Cannulas/Tubing
Syringes/Drip Bottles
Filters
Tank Corners

are gentle on feathers
and delicate skin
Think: Grooming

You tell us!
Your feedback is important and helps
other wildlife caregivers make the
best use of this reusable resource.
Email us at info@wandsforwildlife.org
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Share on social media how this tool is helping you!
#WandsforWildlife

Wand FAQs

Caregiver Resource Guide
Wands for Wildlife® is a nonprofit inspiring people to help wildlife
and the environment through re-purposing discarded mascara
wands. The organization engages people in ways to support
wildlife caregivers and encourages greater mindfulness of the
impact from human activities, including the use of plastics, on the
environment.
While we do not work directly with the animals, our programs provide
wands and support to help wildlife partners and caregivers like you.

Why collect mascara wands?
Wands for Wildlife® began as a program at Appalachian Wildlife
Refuge and grew into an organization with a global reach. It started in
March of 2017, with a social media post asking for old mascara wands to
use in wildlife rehabilitation efforts. The first wands were received within
days of the post and have continued to arrive since.

What do you do with all the wands?
Wands are shared with wildlife caregivers through the Wand Resource
Program along with best practices for their use. Surplus wands are
repurposed through the Wand Art Program, providing unique
educational opportunities that inspire youth to learn about and
participate in conservation efforts.
Wand City outside Asheville, NC

Why are new wands in the pack?
The viral buzz attracted the attention of cosmetics
companies. They donated tens of thousands of unused
and discontinued wands to help the wild ones!

What is the vision?
We aspire to reduce the environmental impact of
plastic waste by motivating the public to take action;
creating novel ways to re-purpose; and participating
in solutions to close the loop.
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Learn more, get more & tell us what you think!
info@wandsforwildlife.org

www.WandsforWildlife.org

